SECT. II.]      THE   PASSIONS   INTO   RELIGION.	£7
abuse of language not sufficiently checked in its first
advances, whereby that species of religion which is
opposite to the warm and affectionate kind, has been
suffered, almost without disturbance, to usurp to
itself the epithet of rational. But let not this claim
be too hastily admitted. Let the position in ques-
tion be thoroughly and impartially discussed, and it
will appear, if I mistake not, to be a gross and per-
nicious error. If amputation be indeed indispensa-
ble, we must submit to it; but we may surely expect
to be heard with patience, or rather with favour and
indulgence, while we proceed to show, that there is
no need to have recourse to so desperate a remedy.
The discussion will necessarily draw us into length.
But our prolixity will not be greater than may well
be claimed by the importance of the subject, espe-
cially as it scarcely seems to have hitherto sufficiently
engaged the attention of writers on the subject of
religion.
It cannot, methinks, but afford a considerable pre-
sumption against the doctrine which we are about
to combat, that it proposes to exclude at once from
the service of religion so grand a part of the com-
position of man ; that in this our noblest employ-
ment it condemns as worse than useless, all the most
active principles of our nature. One cannot but
suppose, that like the organs of the body, so the ele-
mentary qualities and original passions of the mind
were all given us for valuable purposes by our all-
wise Creator. It is indeed one of the sad evidences
of our fallen condition, that they are now perpetually
rebelling against the powers of reason and con-
science, to which they should be subject. But even
if revelation had been silent, natural reason might
have in some degree presumed, that it would be the
effect of a religion which should come from God,
completely to repair the consequences of our super-

